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PERSPECTIVES Jessica Helgerson founded her
practicein2000,and designsa
variety ofinteriors. including the
pediatrc dental cinicin Seattle
featured on page S6.

How did
ign—the i in Seattle, given your firm does not y
ini Jessica
i i i aspects of d linic, but our
ial i i whichis built L
PP of the Puget Sound inspired the abstracted barnacles, which are
i i [ playfully used throughout the space, and natural wood, plentiful in the
il ly of four ive region, ted throughout. A
a i ) a fun, happy,and child-friendly aesthetic. We were eager to create a
space that didn't look like a typical dental office while fulfling the
When and how did your firm get started? client’s programmatic requirements.
Iopened an office in Santa Barbara, California, in 2000 and moved it
p band 005. You previously designed a dental clinic in Alaska for the same
client. How did your approach to the two offices vary?
ye your Our client, whois petent dentist and
design aesthetic? to organize her space, wanted similar layouts for both offices. The first
We take on many remodeling projects, and our designs respond project was in a beautiful location on the Tongass Narrows of Ketchikan
thoughtfully to existing structures. We are currently remodeling Alaska,and our he trees and
¥ surround inwhichitis located. In both cases, we
architects in styles specific to the area: lots of natural wood, open just a few p rooms.
um detaling,and
ide.On the other hand, ypically i
and proj
Ineachof more We put together boards of photographs that inspire us, including
pecifically d the client than locations. ~ other lors, material nd art. We are, at
the same time, inspired by our clients and their narratives, as well as
Does your appi the design i ing by the d directly to the
inalocale outside your own? b d furnish d
Yes, other regions, and when applicable, we lighting that are of the moment” and fitting for our clients
weave in some of our findings into the design of the project. While it
is exciting to work on projects that are farther away, t i also more interi i inspires you? Why?
complicated. When a project s local, we can pop over weekly tocheck My office. tisn't particularly fancy, but it has lovely big windows,
on progress, but when itis not, we rely deeply [ t ful and isal
ourvision. go  and thought.Its a place thatis full of creativity, kindness, happiness,
into our projects, S0 on out-of-town projects, we either work with new I pired by
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